New CD Release:

“Wall Of Black Stone”

Contains 14 selections that are commonly used during our shows.  

Two selections on this CD project were written by Jason Ferrell, son of our bass player and a resident of the Cleveland OH area.  Exposure to various musical influences, while living in Austin TX, led to the expression of his experiences and emotions in poetic form.  Jason’s creative ability is reflected in the melancholy account of his grandmother’s death (Till I See Your Face Again or Grandma’s Eulogy) and the sobering chronicle involved with the supreme sacrifice of Corporal Gary Wayne Weekley (uncle of Jason), who was killed on April 4, 1970 in Vietnam (Wall of Black Stone – title track).

This project is dedicated to the memory of 58,000+ who died “in a far away land where the banshee winds blow.” Particularly, we want to remember Corporal Weekley and the others, whose names appear on a “representation” of the Vietnam Wall used on the CD cover.  This “representation” includes 18 men of Bravo Co (506th Infantry – Currahees) under the command of Captain Jim Waybright (currently of Marietta, OH) that were killed in the early part of 1970 (January – May).
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              Bonus Cut “Just Because”

Our group wants to share with you a great memory of twice West Virginia State Banjo Champion, Harley Spencer. His electrifying tenor banjo playing, accompanied by his wife Ruth rhythm guitar playing, entertained fans for over a half century. Bill Ferrell & Ruth joined Harley on this award winning banjo tune. Harley was an early member of The Mountain State Bluegrass Express. Harley passed away in 2001
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                    CD Cut “Stumpbuster”

Stumpbuster is an instrumental that was compiled by Al Spencer. This was done while sitting on one of a hundred fresh cut locust stumps playing his banjo at his mountain retreat near Keyser, West Virginia in the fall of 2004.

